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risen Artillery in British Columbia, rose
steadily to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel,
and in' 1913 was transferred to the Fiftieth
Gordon Highlanders of Canada, Victoria.
Currie was one of the first Canadians to
volunteer for active service at the outbreak
of the World War. As soon as mobilization
orders were received he entered with his
Highland Regiment for the concentration
camp, Valcartier, in Quebec, was soon made
brigadier-general, and eventually reached
Flanders. In September General Currie suc-
ceeded to the position of General Command-
ing Officer of the First Canadian Division;
it was this division that won the famous
Battle of Vimy Ridge.
In June, 1917, General Currie succeeded
Sir Julian Byng in Command of the Cana-
dian army in France, and so continued to
the end of the war. He received many
honors from Great Britain and France.
From 1920 until his death Sir Arthur was
principal and vice-chancellor of McGill
University in Montreal.
CUBTIS, george william (1824-1892),
an American writer, orator and publicist,
born in Providence, R. L He was a mem-
ber of the Brook Farm Community for
eighteen months (see brook farm), and
after leaving there he traveled for a time in
Europe and the Orient. For years he was
editor of Putnam's Monthly, and he began
in 1853 the "Editor's Easy Chair" papers in
Harper's Monthly. On the establishment of
Harpers Weekly he became one of its edi-
tors. After the Civil War he devoted him-
self to reform movements, especially civil
service reform, in the agitation of which he
was long the most conspicuous figure. All
his works are marked by graee of diction,
dignity and high moral sentiment. A novel,
Trumps, and many of his other books ap-
peared first in periodicals. Perhaps the best
known of his writings is Prue and I.
CURTISS, glenn hammond (1878-
1930), an American aviator, famed for his
invention of the flying boat, and for many
brilliant flights and demonstrations. He was
born at Hammondsport, !NT. Y., and from his
boyhood was interested in mechanical vehi-
cles. In 1906 he came into wide notice by
establishing a new speed record when he rode
a specially constructed motorcycle (his own
invention) at Ormond Beach, Ma., making
a mile in 26.4 seconds. In 1908 he won the
Scientific American eup with an aeroplane
 at Hammondsport, and the nest year he car-
ried off the International cup at Rheims,
France. In 1910 he made a flight from New
York to Albany (150 miles) in two hours,
twenty-one minutes, winning the New York
World prize of $10,000. Later Curtiss re-
ceived the Aero Club of America trophy for
his invention of the hydroaeroplane and the
flying boat. The Smithsonian Institution
awarded him a medal in 1913. Curtiss ranks
second only to the "Wright brothers in his
contributions to the science of air navigation.
See flying machine.
CURVE, a line which changes its direction
at every point. A line which curves continu-
ously at a uniform rate, having all its points
equally distant from a point within, is called
a circle (which see). The curved line has an
important place in higher mathematics.
CUB.WOOD, james oliver (1878-1927),
an American author, was born at Owosso,
Mich. He attended the University of Mich-
igan, and for seven years was engaged in
newspaper work, for a time as editor of the
News-Tribune, Detroit. From 1907 he de-
voted himself to writing novels, depicting
life in the Canadian northlands, on which
he was a foremost authority. He was an
active worker for wild life and forest con-
servation. Among his best known books
are: Flower of the North (1912); Nomads
of the North (1919); The Valley of Silent
Men (1920) ; The Alaskan (1923) ; A Gentle-
man of Courage (1924); The Ancient High-
way (1925); Black Hunter (1926); and
The Plains of Abraham (1927).
CUB'ZON, george nathaniel, Lord
(1859-1925), an English diplomat and
statesman, born at Kedleston and educated
at Baliol College, Oxford. He first became
private secretary to the Marquis of Salis-
bury. Afterwards he sat in Parliament for
twelve years.
In 1898 Lord Curzon. was appointed
Viceroy and Governor-General of India, a
position which he held until 1905. His ad-
ministration was characterized by energy
and ability and was notable for the aid
which he gave to education in the Empire,
the strengthening of the military forces
and his open opposition to the encroach-
ments of Eussia upon English territory in
the East. On his return to England he took
a seat in the House of Lords. In 1895
Lord Curzon married Miss Daisy Leiter of
Chicago. In 1916, ten years after her death,

